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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.13 pm]: I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform the house about the state’s preparedness for the upcoming bushfire season and urge all 
Western Australians to act now to prepare their properties for the threat of fire. We have seen a range of extraordinary 
weather events this year, with our emergency services responding to bushfires, floods, storms and cyclones. We are 
again expecting a very challenging bushfire season. The Bureau of Meteorology and CSIRO are predicting a longer 
fire season, especially in the south, with more extreme fire danger days; elevated fire risk; increased frequency, 
intensity and duration of heatwaves; and greater rainfall and flooding. 
The Department of Fire and Emergency Services is doing everything it can to prepare, including organising 
rural–urban interface exercises; hosting a metropolitan volunteer pre-season forum, which brought together more 
than 150 volunteers; commissioning the state’s first purpose-built incident control centre in Collie, the Koolinup 
Emergency Services Centre; and allocating extra appliances across WA, based on risk. DFES and the Department 
of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions air operations have also commenced training. The state also has 
38 aerial firefighting and intelligence aircraft for the upcoming fire season, including the Beechcraft Super King 
Air Linescanner. I recently attended a level 3 preformed team bushfire exercise in Collie, where people carried out 
real-time scenario-based training. It took place at the brand new $13.4 million Koolinup Emergency Services Centre, 
which is also an incident control centre for large-scale emergencies in Collie. The way everyone involved swung 
into action was impressive. 
Our career and volunteer emergency services do everything they can to keep our communities safe, but it is up to 
all of us to do our bit. We cannot wait for a text message or a fire truck to arrive; everyone must take responsibility 
for their own safety. I urge all members in this house to encourage their communities to prepare their properties 
for the upcoming bushfire season. There is also help available to make a bushfire plan: visit the Department of Fire 
and Emergency Services’ My Bushfire Plan WA website at www.mybushfireplan.wa.gov.au, or download the 
My Bushfire Plan app, which I have on my phone. By knowing when to leave, where to go, and how to get there, 
our community will have the best chance of survival. In closing, I wish all our emergency services personnel a very 
safe season ahead, and I encourage all Western Australians to do everything they can to prepare themselves. 
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